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“MARK ZUCKERBERG’S WAR ON FREE 
WILL”

● A chapter of the book “World Without Mind” by Franklin Foer
● A book about Silicon Valley and the impact of Big Tech on 

the modern world.



FRANKLIN FOER

● Journalist and essayist
● Editor of the New Republic from 

2006 to 2010



THE NEW REPUBLIC

● The New Republic was founded in 1914 as a progressive 
magazine

● In the early 2000’s it was looking for a new publisher 
(someone that would finance the magazine)

● Chris Hughes (co-founder of Facebook) bought it in 2012
● Foer was hired back as editor, then fired in 2014
● Ousted by Hughes 
● Majority of journalists and editors resigned
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DISCUSSION

● The title of Foer's book is “World Without Mind: The 
Existential Threat of Big Tech”. One key word in that title is 
"existential," which can simply imply that big tech represents 
a threat to our "existence." But the word "existential" carries 
with it richer connotations. A major school of modem 
philosophy is known as existentialism, which espouses the 
idea that humans have no reason to exist except for the 
ones they make for themselves. Existentialist philosophers 
like Jean-Paul Sartre rejected the idea that a god created us 
with a particular mission or task. Instead, the existentialists 
believe that we are ethically obligated to take full 
responsibility for the people we become and the world we 
have made. Pretending that we aren't responsible is what 
Sartre described as "bad faith"- intellectual dishonesty. 
Taking  these ideas as your starting point, explain how and 
why "Big Tech" might be viewed as an existential threat. In 
what ways does it appear to free us from the work of 
creating ourselves? Does Big Tech encourage "bad faith"?
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CLOSE READING

● ”Close reading” is explicitly mentioned in the grading criteria.



7



8



9

PROMPT
Tolentino and Ho talk about how modernity is changing our 
lives, in the pursuit of either a perfect lifestyle or a perfect 
career. But what are the tools of this transformation?
Foer shows how the “automation of reason” brought on by 
increasingly sophisticated algorithms (originally a characteristic 
of machines) is affecting our lives more and more as 
algorithms increasingly define the boundaries in which our free 
will operates. As we let machines regulate our lives, we may be 
tempted to adopt a similar mindset. At the same time, an even 
more sinister suspicion may take hold: that the algorithmic 
automation has been already pre-programmed and that we 
may be nothing more than the data points fed into it.
How does this new wave of “automation” in 
general and “automation of reason” in particular 
enable us on the one side to optimize our lives and 
careers (as described by Tolentino and Ho), and 
how does it, on the other side, prevent us from 
escaping such optimization?


	Analytic Essay 2
	“MARK ZUCKERBERG’S WAR ON FREE WILL”
	Franklin foer
	The new republic
	Discussion
	Close reading
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9

